
Botetourt County Public Schools 

Gifted Advisory Committee Meeting 

January 29, 2020 

8:45 am / School Board Office 

 

 

The Gifted Advisory Committee meeting was held on January 29, 202019 at 8:45 a.m. at the School 

Board Office, Fincastle, VA. The meeting was called to order at 8:45 a.m.  

Members and Guests Present: Ava Gilliam, Keith Pennington, Jessica Martin, Joyce Mandeville, Daryl 

Hylton, Anna Weddle, Karen Busher, Lisa Grinnell, Tim Miller, Jessica Preston, Salena Harvey, Lisa Fouch, Dr. 

Chen, Mike Levy, Mike Ketron, Carissa Stelter 

Updates:  

 Roanoke Valley Governor’s School: Mark Levy with the Governor’s School joined the committee at 

the meeting to report on what is happening at the school. They are currently serving students in grades 9 

through 12. The Governor’s School is taking a research based approach toward teaching a math and science 

curriculum. Botetourt County students attend during the morning session and our students tend to perform 

well overall. During the application process closing the same date as our meeting, there have been 31 

applicants for 6 open slots for next year. We have a total of 26 slots (or student spaces) at the school. The 

school has gone through some application process revisions this year. They are also trying to perform 

outreach projects into different population areas and are looking into new elective offerings. 

 Elementary Schools: Resource teachers Karen Busher and Lisa Grinnell reported progress this year 

at the elementary school level. They have received new Edison Robots to use in their classrooms which are 

a great improvement over the technology they were using. These robots can be connected to different 

types of computers to be programmed then disconnected for use which means they can do much more 

with them. These robots are also an important part of the classroom since coding is becoming an important 

piece of the curriculum now. Karen, Lisa and Joyce Mandeville all went and took some additional coding 

training to be able to work with the students better. The fifth graders are also starting to work with 

polymers. Keith remarked that he feels the two elementary resource teachers are doing great things while 

being spread very thin between the seven schools. 

 Middle Schools: Daryl Hylton, the Resource Teacher at Central Academy, reported that she is still 

seeing her gifted students every other day. She has completed an Environmental unit with her sixth grade 

students. The seventh graders planned and participated in a figurative language feast. Her eighth graders 

are working on a video project for incoming sixth graders next year about the things they wish they had 

known as a sixth grader. Being primarily an English Teacher, she has to introduce her projects through her 

English curriculum. Joyce Mandeville, the Resource Teacher at Read Mountain, reported that she sees her 

students on a daily basis. Earlier this year Tim Miller came in and assisted her classes with glacier projects. 

The sixth graders have finished windmill projects in groups. Civil rights projects have been completed by the 

seventh graders. The eighth graders are working on writing packages in preparation for SOL’s.  



 High Schools: Roanoke Valley Governor’s School applications were due the date of the committee 

meeting (January 29th). They are also holding their Project Forum on February 1 at Patrick Henry High 

School. Jackson River Governor’s School applications are due a little later in the school year. Mike Ketron 

reported on the many programs available at BTEC for the high school students in the county. He was 

especially excited about a possible new Health Sciences Career Pathway that may be coming available to 

our students. This program is a collaboration between four school divisions, Virginia Tech, Radford 

University and Carilion. This program will offer gateway classes to prepare students for many different 

health related fields. Virginia Western is also offering two new Regional Academies; Pharmacy and Medical 

Billing. The high schools will also be offering an increased number of AP courses next year including AP Art 

classes.  

 Summer Field Trips: The teachers are busy planning trips for the students this coming summer. 

Some of the trips they have taken recently may be locations worth revisiting. They will spend part of their 

work day following the Committee meeting working on plans for this summer for field trips for the 

students. The teachers did note some decrease in attendance of these trips. They believe this may be due 

to the timing of summer break and school ending before Memorial Day. 

 2020-21 Eligibility/Testing: Keith Pennington reported that 73 students were referred for testing 

initially. The preliminary KBID has eliminated some students from further testing at this time. They are 

currently in the midst of further testing right now. 

 2020-21 Focus Area: During the September meeting, the committee decided to focus on improving 

the elementary program this year. There was discussion on this matter among the committee members. 

The committee decided the best way to achieve this goal was to recommend to the School Board to add a 

third Gifted Resource Teacher back into the budget. At this time it is very hard for the current two 

elementary resource teachers to serve the students at the seven elementary schools throughout the 

county. The committee feels that the ratio of teachers to classes they have to visit/teach each week as well 

as travel time between schools makes it very hard to serve the needs of the students and it also makes it 

harder to have a more challenging curriculum.  

 

The next scheduled meeting is April 21, 2020 at 8:45 am. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ava R. Gilliam, Secretary 

 

 


